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From our music director
Bram Gregson
HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR! 
An appreciative capacity audience attended our Christmas 
concert. By all accounts our seventh collaboration with 
Stephen Hollowitz and the Church choir was a most memo-
rable celebration. Musicians love nothing more than to play 
to a ‘full house’. It brings the best out of us.

When I asked for a show of hands from those hearing 
Brassroots for the first time, about one-third of the audi-
ence responded. Oh that we could see you all at our next 
concert! I have no hesitation in suggesting that it would be 
a decision you would not regret! 

Brassroots Goes Latin — Saturday February 24 — will be 
an entertaining and lively evening of mostly Latin rhythms 
enhanced by the versatility of 3KeyboardS. Peter Clements, 
Angus Sinclair and Stephen Holowitz are among London’s 
most talented musicians and we are delighted they are 
joining us for an evening of fascinating rhythm.

Our 2013 concert with 3KeyboardS was a special experi-
ence and was notable for Peter’s outstanding arrangements. 
Good news! Peter has been at work again. His biography 
on page two is evidence that we have an expert to dem-
onstrate the exciting possibilities of brass in harmony with 
the grand piano, electric keyboards and pipe organ. In the 
parlance of today’s generation, this is an ‘awesome’ show 
featuring composers, all of whom are or were performing 
musicians who shared the gift of originality (see their biog-
raphies on page three). Some charts are familiar while oth-
ers are less so. In fact, five pieces are new to Brassroots.

Let’s not forget our final concert of the season when our 
guest soloist is Karen Donnelly, principal trumpet of the 
National Arts Centre Orchestra. This is a rare opportunity 
to hear one of Canada’s great trumpet players whose per-
sonality is as delightful as her trumpet playing. 

For tickets, see brassroots.ca and follow the link to 
music.

We would love to see you at these concerts. Enjoy, then 
join us for the post-concert reception and chat with our 
guests and our musicians. It is my experience in a twenty-
two year relationship with these guys that they are among 
the best people around!  Cheers, Bram

Our two most recent CDs are available on ITunes, 
Amazon and CDbaby. You can download an entire 
CD for $9.49 or an individual track for $0.99. BUT 
these are US dollars! You can buy each of these 
CDs from us for $10 CAN. The CDs are available 
at our concerts. Surely much better to have the 
tactile pleasure of owning these acclaimed CDs. 
What a great gift for someone who has never heard 
Brassroots!

BEAUTIFUL ST. JAMES

 WESTMINSTER ANGLICAN CHURCH

BRASSROOTS’ CONGENIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE CHURCH, 

MUSIC DIRECTOR STEPHEN HOLOWITZ AND STAFF STARTED IN 

OCTOBER 2011. WE HAVE APPRECIATED THE SUPPORT OF THE 

CONGREGATION AT OUR CONCERTS. THE ARCHITECTURE OF 

THE CHURCH IS ATTRACTIVE AND THE AMBIENCE OF THE SPACE 

ENSURES ACOUSTICAL QUALITIES SO BENEFICIAL FOR BRASS 

PERFORMANCE. BUT HERE’S THE THING; THE MORE PEOPLE IN 

THE AUDIENCE, THE BETTER THE SOUND!
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3KeyboardS
February 24 with Brassroots!

ANGUS SINCLAIR holds a B.Mus. 
in Organ Performance from Wilfrid 
Laurier University (1981). He has also 
earned the ARCT and LRSM diplomas 
in Organ Performance as well as the 
Associateship of the Royal College of 
Organists.

He was organ accompanist for 
choirs touring the USA and UK in 2006, 2009 and 2013 
with residencies in Chichester and Winchester Cathedrals. 
Also, he was one of the organists for the Ontario Cathedral 
Singers’ UK tour in 2014, playing at Southwark Cathedral. 
In May 1999, Angus was granted the Order of Huron for his 
services to church music. He is co-chair of the Diocese of 
Huron Organ Committee and conducts Church Music work-
shops in the Diocese.

Angus has featured on several CD recordings; including 
four with the Three Cantors and four solo recordings.

PETER CLEMENTS grew up in Regina, 
SK, and completed B.Mus. and 
M.Mus. studies in Composition at the 
University of Michigan. His principal 
career has been at Western University 
as professor of Music Theory and 
Composition, also as Associate Dean 
(Undergraduate) for fifteen years.   

He has served as adjudicator in various festivals and 
competitions, especially for composition and popular/jazz 
piano. He is currently a member of the examining board 
for Conservatory Canada — in particular for the new 
Contemporary Idioms syllabus — and is the pianist for the 
London Jazz Orchestra. He offers an online course, “Jazz 
Theory and Practice” through Conservatory Canada.

STEPHEN HOLOWITZ teaches music 
at A.B. Lucas Secondary School and 
is the Director of Music at St. James 
Westminster Anglican Church. A native 
of Thunder Bay, he received his for-
mal musical training at Lakehead 
University. He led a number of jazz 
groups in that area, the most notable of 

which was “Occasional Jazz”. He moved to London in 1983, 
where he completed a B.Mus. in Performance (organ and 
church music) and a B.Ed. (Music and Dramatic Arts). He 
has been a featured performer with Orchestra London and 
several choirs and bands in the area. Stephen is keyboard-
ist and co-composer along with Oliver Whitehead for “The 
Antler River Project,” a London ensemble that blends jazz, 
world music and contemporary composition into a unique 
musical experience. He has recorded two CDs of original 
arrangements of traditional hymns and gospel music and 
has composed music for the Amabile Youth Choir.

Desert Island Discs
What would you take?
DESERT ISLAND DISCS is a popular BBC radio program that has been running for maybe fifty years 
or more. Well-known guests are interviewed and asked to name some of their favourite music. In previ-
ous issues of the newsletter we have included lists of some of the favourite music our guys would take to their 
desert island. 

Dave Davidson’s ten
1. Quiet Nights — Miles Davis
2. Getz Meets Mulligan — Gerry Mulligan and Stan Getz
3. Basie and Sinatra at the Sands — The Count and “Ol’ 

Blue Eyes” at their best.
4. The Great American Songbook with Ella Fitzgerald
5. Daphnis and Chloe – Ravel
6. Scheherazade — Rimsky Korsakov, performed by 

Montreal Symphony Orchestra.
7. Dvorak Cello Concerto, performed by Yo Yo Ma.
8. Ravel and Debussy String Quartets, performed by the 

Emerson String Quartet.
9. Opera: Carmen — Georges Bizet 
10. Opera: La Boheme — Giaccomo Puccini

Dave tells us:
“I grew up on Getz, Mulligan and 

Basie. They are in my soul. Miles was 
a later ‘add on’ as I grew to really 
understand the man and his music. I 
never learned much from trombone 
players. String music just speaks to 
me — how often I wish that I didn’t 
have to take a breath in the phrase 
but just continue to move the bow 
to play it as I would like to!  Realizing 
that I was going to be on a desert island by myself, Opera 
is a good friend so I included two favorites. Limiting this list 
to just ten was a REAL challenge. There is so much great 
music out there — and so little time. These would keep me 
happy and singing for a long time.
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Composers featured in Brassroots Goes Latin

ERNESTO LUCUONA was born in Havana, 
Cuba in 1895. A child prodigy, he com-
posed his first song when eleven years 
old and after his music education became 
a world-famous composer/pianist. In 1960, 
unhappy with the Castro regime, he settled 

in Florida. His will instructed that his remains be repatri-
ated to his homeland. It is claimed that his compositional 
skills influenced Cuban music in the same way that George 
Gershwin had influenced the music of America. He died in 
1963. We feature his “Malaguena”.

ASTOR PIAZZOLA (1921-1992) was an 
Argentinian tango composer and ban-
doneon player who was instrumental in 
transforming traditional tango into a new 
style, nuevo tango, combining elements 
from jazz and classical music. He enjoyed 

a worldwide reputation appearing in classical concerts 
and jazz festivals in many coun-
tries (including the Montreal Jazz 
Festival). The incredible variety 
of his compositions included 
music for almost fifty films. 
3KeyboardS and brass play 
his “Greenwich”.

VINCENT YOUMANS (1898-1946) was born 
into a rich New York family of hat makers. 
He attended Yale University, his ambition 
to become an engineer. However he soon 
dropped out to become a runner for a Wall 
Street brokerage firm only to be drafted 

into the Navy in World War One. This was when he became 
interested in theatre, soon producing troop shows for the 
Navy. After the war he became a song plugger and then a 
rehearsal pianist. He became a prolific composer of songs, 
collaborating with many of the great lyricists on Broadway. 
He wrote music for fourteen musicals and nine films, the 
most well-known of which is probably “Tea for Two”. A 
tango version of this hit song will be heard in the concert.

GASPER SANZ (1640-1710) was a Spanish 
composer, guitarist, organist, author, poet 
and priest. He was born into a wealthy fam-
ily, enabling him to study theology and 
philosophy at the University of Salamanca. 
Later he travelled to Naples, Rome and 

Venice to further his music education. His three volumes 
of works and studies for the Baroque guitar are an impor-
tant part of today’s classi-
cal guitar repertory. The 
simple, dance-like vigour 
of “Los Canarios” is a 
welcome addition to our 
library and will start the 
second half of the program.

Other composers featured in the 
program include

 3 Chick Corea (American jazz pianist): “Spain” for key-
boards and brass.

 3 Chuck Mangione (American flugel horn and trumpet 
player): “Children of Sanchez”.

 3 Jim Rattigan (English French horn jazz artist): “Junear”.
 3 Keiron Anderson (Scottish trumpet player/conductor): 

“Tango de Buenos Aires”.
 3 Quincy Jones (American entertainment and record-

ing producer, musician, trumpet player and humanist): 
“Soul Bossa Nova”.

 3 Scott Joplin (American pianist): “Solace” for keyboards 
and brass.

A BANDONEON

AN EXAMPLE OF SANZ’S 

TABLATURE FOR GUITAR

BACK TO THE FUTURE
BRASSROOTS ARRIVES AT A GIG IN 2008. 

SINCE THEN, FOUR GUYS HAVE MOVED ON TO OTHER INTERESTS. 

HOW MANY WILL BE GIGGIN’ WITH BRASSROOTS IN 2028?

Donating to Brassroots through 
CanadaHelp!

Charitable giving is vital 

to making our communi-

ties, country and world a 

better place. The Canadian 

government recognizes this, and as a result offers significant tax 

credits enouraging all Canadian to give generously.

At CanadaHelps, we make it easy to calculate your savings using 

our tax calculator. Reduce your tax bill by:

• Up to 35% of your donations totalling $200 or less

• Up to 53% of your donations totalling more than $200

• New to claiming charitable donations? Get an extra 25% back!
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Preview of our final concert of the 2017-18 season
SATURDAY APRIL 21, 2018 | 7:30 PM

In Praise  
   of the Trumpet
featuring Karen Donnelly,  
trumpet, in virtuoso solos

WE ARE THRILLED that Karen Donnelly, principal trum-
pet of the National Arts Centre Orchestra will be our spe-

cial guest. This is a great opportunity not 
only for brass enthusiasts, but everyone, 

to hear one of Canada’s star trumpet 
players.

Following three successful sea-
sons (1996-1999) as Acting Principal 
Trumpet of the National Arts Centre 

Orchestra, Karen Donnelly was 
unanimously appointed 

Principal Trumpet in 
October 1999, and con-
tinues to enjoy each 
year with that won-
derful ensemble. 

A native of Regina, 
SK, Karen picked up 
a trumpet for the 
first time in her 
elementary school 
band program and 
she was hooked. 
Her formal training 

includes a Bachelor of 
Arts in Music program at 
the University of Regina 
and later a Master of 

Music from McGill University. She held the position of 
Principal Trumpet with Orchestra London (Canada) from 
1994-1996.

Karen will perform:
“Zelda” by Percy Code (1888-1953), Australian Trumpeter.
“Napoli” by Herman Bellstedt (1858-1926) American trum-
pet virtuoso.

“Yesterday” by Paul McCartney / John Lennon (1940-1980). 
Brassroots trumpets in:

“Bugler’s Holiday” by Leroy Anderson (1908-1975), American 
composer of light music.

“Trumpet Blues and Cantabile” by Harry James (1916-1983), 
American Band Leader and trumpeter.
and two outstanding compositions for brass ensemble:
Homage to the Noble Grape by Goff Richards (1944-2011), 
English composer of band music.
Ragtimes and Habaneras by Hans Werner Henze (1926-
2012), prolific German composer.

Witticisms from Winston

Recently released, The Darkest Hour is a 
British war drama film that follows Winston 
Churchill’s early days as Prime Minister, as 
Hitler closes in on Britain.

On my bookshelf is a book titled The Wit of 
Winston Churchill. It is full of witticisms and 
stories, a great book to pick up from time to 
time and be entertained.

Here are a few:

to someone he admonished for extrava-
gant vocabulary and referencing his most 
famous speech  — “What if I had said, 
instead of ‘We shall fight them on the 
beaches’, ‘Hostilities will be engaged 
with our adversary on the coastal 
perimeter’?”

about a political opponent — “he is a 
modest man who has much to be mod-
est about.”

and more — “We know that he has, 
more than any other man, the gift of 
compressing the largest amount of 
words into the smallest amount of 
thought.”

“He has all the virtues I dislike and none 
of the vices I admire.”

Finally, at a party, Lady 
Astor said to Churchill, 
”Winston, if you were 
my husband I would 
give you a cup of poi-
son.” Churchill 
responded — “Lady 
Astor, if you 
were my wife,  
I would drink it.”

blg


