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“Inspiring a Love of Music”

From our music director
Bram Gregson
WE WERE DELIGHTED

TO SEE such an appreciative
audience at Brassroots Goes Latin. Our thanks go to
3Keyboards — Peter Clements, Angus Sinclair and Stephen
Holowitz — for their friendly and talented contributions
to the program, with a special ‘shout-out’ to Peter for his
imaginative arrangements. It was a busy time for Peter and
wife Iris who left London at 5:30 am next morning to travel
to Australia.
“Berlin Digital Concert Hall” is an annual Christmas gift
from my daughter. This presents the opportunity to watch
concerts both live and recorded by one of the world’s great
orchestras. In the space of a few days I watched two vastly
different concerts. Firstly, Paul Whiteman’s Greatest Hits
in which the orchestra and guests recreated the ingenious
jazz hit songs of the 1920s and 30s by Gershwin, Kern and
several others. It was Whiteman who ensured that Jazz
became respectable and found its way into high culture.
In contrast I was spellbound by Daniel Barenboim’s virtuosity in Bartok’s Piano Concerto No.1. A few days later
I watched Hans Zimmer Live in Prague, an exhilarating
show highlighting some of the 150 film scores he has written. Zimmer was inspirational in fusing electronics with
more traditional orchestral arrangements. If this concert is
repeated on PBS, believe me, it is a ‘must see’ for those
who love movie music. These concerts reminded me of
Victor Hugo’s1 “Music expresses that which cannot be said
and on which it is impossible to be silent.”
Mention of Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra reminds me
that Tony Snyder is soon to experience one of the great
moments of his musical life. He will play first horn in
Brahms’ First Symphony in the Berlin Philharmonie. You
can read about this unique opportunity for Tony on page
two.
Our final concert of the season offers a rare opportunity to hear one of Canada’s star trumpet players. Karen
Donnelly is the principal trumpet of the National Arts
Centre Orchestra. The concert — In Praise of the Trumpet
— showcases Karen along with our trumpet section, Board
1

Victor Hugo – (1802-85) was a French Poet, novelist and dramatist

member Stephanie Scott and Brassroots’ No.1 fan, Patrick
Smithers. Patrick is returning home from his studies at
Glenn Gould School of Music in Toronto. On page 2, the
reader will find information about Karen, the program and
the composers.
Of course ‘the trumpet’ will be featured predominantly,
so it is a great opportunity to hear one of the finest trumpet players in this country, technically brilliant playing, a
couple of beautiful melodies and even a little jazz. We hope
you will be able to join us for this exciting evening of entertaining music. Don’t forget to join us at the post-concert
reception when you will have the opportunity to chat with
Karen and our musicians.
Finally we thank all those who have supported
Brassroots this season. We are happy that so many enjoy
our brand of music as much as we enjoy displaying our
passion for it.
Our most recent recording is Passion for Brass!
Cheers,
			
Bram

to our
generous
donors!
In a year that has been even more financially
challenging than usual, the Board of Directors
and musicians are most grateful for donations
from so many friends of our ensemble. We survived, thanks to your exceptional generosity.

whose most famous works are Les Misérables and The Hunchback of
Notre Dame. In his lifetime he may have heard the music of great composers such as J.S. Bach, Handel, Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin.

To learn more about Brassroots, our history and our
musicians please visit brassroots.ca.
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In Praise of the Trumpet

featuring Karen Donnelly, trumpet, in virtuoso solos
OUR

SPECIAL GUEST for our last concert of the
season is Karen Donnelly, principal trumpet of
the National Arts Centre Orchestra. This is a great
opportunity not only for brass enthusiasts, but
everyone, to hear one of Canada’s star trumpet
players.
Following
three
successful
seasons
(1996-1999) as Acting Principal Trumpet of
the National Arts Centre Orchestra, Karen
Donnelly was unanimously appointed
Principal Trumpet in October 1999, and continues to enjoy each year with that wonderful
ensemble.
A native of Regina, SK, Karen picked up
a trumpet for the first time in her elementary

school band program and she was hooked. Her formal
training includes a Bachelor of Arts in Music program at
the University of Regina and later a Master of Music from
McGill University. She held the position of Principal
Trumpet with Orchestra London (Canada) from
1994-1996.
Karen will perform:
“Zelda” by Percy Code (1888-1953), Australian
Trumpeter.
“Napoli” by Herman Bellstedt (1858-1926)
American trumpet virtuoso.
“Yesterday” by Paul McCartney /
John Lennon
(1940-1980).

Meet the Composers

of some of the music for this concert

PERCIVAL CODE (1888–1953): trumpet solo “Zelda”
A famous Australian cornet virtuoso who played in
Melbourne Brass Band, conducted by his father. In 1910, he
was invited to join the famous Besses O’ th’ Barn Band of
England, which was touring Australia. While in England he
won the Gold Medal of the London College of Music. He was
a member of the San Francisco Orchestra before returning
to his homeland in 1929 to become Principal Conductor of
the newly formed Australian Broadcasting Company.

his death. His inspiration was his father, a
bandleader in a travelling circus. He started
giving Harry trumpet lessons when he was
ten years old. He was a tough taskmaster who
deprived his son of other daily activities until
he had completed his trumpet studies. It paid off! Harry is
regarded as one of the great trumpet stars of that era.
RAYMOND PREMRU (1934–1998):
“Divertimento”
American trombonist and prolific composer
who was based in London, England for most
of his career. In 1988 he won the bass trombone chair in the Philharmonia Orchestra and remained
a member until 1988. He was a key member of the Philip
Jones Brass Ensemble from 1964 until 1986 and wrote several pieces for that trail-blazing ensemble. He was also very
active in the London jazz scene. In 1988 he accepted a professorship at Oberlin University in Ohio where his teaching
and mentorship had a great influence on students.

HERBERT BELLSTEDT (1858–1926): trumpet solo Napoli
(Variations on a Neapolitan Song)
Born in Germany but immigrated to America when he was
nine years old. He studied cornet with his father and at age
fifteen gave his first solo performance. Immediately he was
nicknamed the ‘Boy Wonder’ and toured across America
as a soloist with orchestras and bands. He played with
the John Philip Sousa Band from 1906 to 1908 and in 1912
he became Professor of Wind Instruments at Cincinnati
Conservatory.
GOFF RICHARDS (1944–2011): Homage to
the Noble Grape
A prominent UK composer and arranger of
brass band, light orchestral and choral music.
He was a big band leader for many years. The
King Singers and various BBC orchestras also have performed his music.

CHARLES VILLIERS STANFORD (1852–1924):
“The Bluebird”
Irish composer, educator and conductor was
born in Dublin to an affluent and musical family. While still an undergraduate at Cambridge
University he was appointed organist of Trinity College,
Cambridge.
Among his many pupils were Gustav Holst and Ralph
Vaughan Williams, who became much more famous than
their teacher! He composed many concert works including

HARRY JAMES (1916–83): “Trumpet Blues and Cantabile”
American trumpet player and bandleader from 1939 until
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Desert Island Discs

seven symphonies but is remembered mainly for his choral
works. “The Bluebird” is one such gem.

What would you take?
DESERT ISLAND DISCS is a popular

KURT WEILL (1900–1950): Threepenny Opera
BBC radio program
German composer who fled Germany in 1934
that has been running for maybe fifty years
to live in Paris. As a prominent and popular or more. Well-known guests are interJewish composer he was officially denounced
viewed and asked to name some of their
for his populist views and sympathies. Known
favourite music. This time we thought
primarily as a composer for stage, he wrote thirty-three
we would ask one of our staunchest supworks for that genre, especially those when he collabo- porters and the husband of Julia Vaughan
rated with Bertolt Brecht. The most popular songs from his
(trumpet) for his collection. Brad, a music
stage productions are “Mack the Knife,” “Speak Low” and
lover and drummer, gave us the following:
the beautiful “My Ship.”
He was a prolific composer of chamber music, orchestral
brad vaughan’s ten
works, song cycles and film scores. His life-long ambition 1. Jerry Vale: Standing Ovation at Carnegie
was to write music that served a socially useful purpose.
Hall, Recorded May 30, 1964.
What a voice! The Italian medley will take your breath
away.
Tony Snyder to perform in Berlin 2. Captain Beefheart and
Reproduced from the BPO web site
the Magic Band: Trout
“IT IS THE DREAM OF MANY AMATEUR MUSICIANS
Mask Replica, 1969.
once in their lives to be on the concert stage of the Berlin
Groundbreaking album
Philharmonie in the place normally occupied by the
that defies description…
Berliner Philharmoniker, and to play under the baton of Sir
countless listens still
Simon Rattle. With our education programme’s BE PHIL
expose something new.
Orchestra, this dream will soon come true for 92 amateur
3. Nick Drake: Pink Moon,
musicians. On 21 May 2018, they will perform Johannes
1972.
Brahms’ First Symphony as part of our Open Day. 1900
British songwriter
amateur musicians from all over the world answered the
stripped down to vocals,
call and applied for the BE PHIL Orchestra. The 12 jurors,
acoustic guitar and piano
all members of the Berliner Philharmoniker, selected 92
for his final album.
participants from 1,000 applications.”
4. Conan: Horseback Battle
At the urgings of Earl McCluskie, (also a horn player
Hammer, 2010.
and the recording engineer for Brassroots’ CD Passion for
Guitars that sound like
Brass) Tony auditioned for a place in the orchestra. The
thunder… it is more diffideadline was January10.
cult for a drummer to play slowly than fast… Caveman
Tony told us that candidates were asked to submit an
battle doom!
unedited video recording between three and ten minutes
5. Martin Denny: Quiet Village: The Exotic Sounds Of
long, so he sat in his living room playing the “Minuet”
Martin Denny, 1959.
from Bach’s 1st Cello Suite
Perfect music for a desert island in the South Pacific…
until he had a recording he
a new genre of jungle elements mixed with easy listenwas happy with. A month later,
ing lounge music… Tiki huts and martinis.
he received an email invit6. Claude Debussy: Prelude a L’Apres- midi d’un Faun.
ing him to play first horn for
Listen to this and you will be hooked!
Brahms’ 1st Symphony at the
7. Kiss: Dressed To Kill, 1975.
Philharmonie, in Berlin, with
Catchy, catchy tunes with a very tight sounding recordSir Simon Rattle conducting,
ing mix.
Tony waited until subsequent
8. Ralph Vaughan Williams: Fantasia on a Theme by
correspondence arrived (with
Thomas Tallis.
the sheet music attached) to
Heard this as a teenager… beautiful ebb and flow.
announce it publicly. The con9. Pat Hannigan and Images: Changes, 1983.
cert will be on May 21st.
Gospel music with a country flair that has helped me
Tony is a retired educator;
through.
he is also a fine woodworker and Luthier. His horn and
10. Brassroots: Passion For Brass, 2016.
trumpet mutes are used by principal players in the Boston
Many great memories over the years of a talented
Symphony and most of Canada’s major orchestras. Tony
group of musicians and friends that play an eclectic
has been a member of Brassroots since 2004.
mix of styles…How could I go without this?!?
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BRASSROOTS

SNEAK PEAK

2018-19 season

Saturday October 13, 7:30 pm

Anything Goes!

With jazz and classical singer Sonja Gustafson

An apt theme for this potpourri of entertaining and thought provoking music.
From a brilliant fanfare by Janacek to delightful 13th Century Spanish music
performed by two piccolo trumpets; much loved songs of George Gershwin,
Jerome Kern and Cole Porter and—just weeks before Remembrance Day—a
portrait in sound of an American G.I. who lived through the horrors of the
Vietnam War to return home safely to his family.

Sunday December 9, 2:30 pm

Christmas at Westminster VIII

With the Choir of St. James Westminster Anglican Church and
director Stephen Holowitz at the organ
Our annual musical celebration of Christmas with brilliant fanfares, carol
singing and a menu of seasonal delights. From Leroy Anderson’s “Christmas
Festival” to some scintillating titbits from Tchaikovsky—no Tim Bits, just a
musical feast! We can’t wait for another ‘full house’!

Saturday February 23, 2019, 7:30 pm

Window on a World of Music
With pianist Stephen Holowitz

We feature Stephen in our first performance of Paolozzi’s Windows. The
music records the heroism of Eduardo Paolozzi who, in 1940, was interned in
Edinburgh when Italy declared war on Britain. During his time in prison, his
father, grandmother and uncle lost their lives when the Andorra Star was sunk
by a German U Boat on its voyage to Canada. In addition to this contemporary
music, we will present the works of composers through the ages; Bach, SaintSaëns, Debussy, Shostakovich, Paul McCartney and Duke Ellington.

Saturday April 27, 2019, 7:30pm

The Future is Bright!

This is our Music Director’s final concert before passing the baton to his successor. Bram is upbeat about the future of Brassroots, and the search for his
successor is in the works. He will select some of his favorites from his twentythree years at the helm. Featured will be a couple of contemporary works for
brass, Hans Werner Heinze’s “Ragtimes and Habaneras,” high flying trumpet from Paul Stevenson, Julia Vaughan in Edward McDowell’s “To a Wild
Rose” and Tony Snyder in Hoagy Carmichael’s “Stardust.” The Finale from
Stravinsky’s ballet music The Firebird will conclude the concert.

ALL CONCERTS AT ST. JAMES WESTMINSTER ANGLICAN CHURCH
Ticket prices are unchanged from last season!
INDIVIDUAL CONCERTS Adults $25; Seniors $20; Students with ID $5;
children 12 and under free with a paid adult admission
Tickets are available from gloriabrassroots@gmail.com, through OnStage Direct or from
Tuckey Home Hardware in Wortley Village.
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Acknowledgements
At the end of another
year we thank:
¡¡Our dedicated volunteers.
¡¡St. James Westminster Anglican
Church; in particular Stephen
Holowitz, Sarah Mills and
Rebekah Reid.
¡¡Fanshawe Chorus London for the
loan of large
percussion
equipment.
¡¡We appreciate for many years,
operating grants from London Arts
Council.
Our two most recent CDs are
available on ITunes, Amazon
and CDbaby. You can download an entire CD for $9.49 or
an individual track for $0.99.
BUT these are US dollars! You
can buy each of these CDs
from us for $10 CAN. The CDs
are available at our concerts.
Surely much better to have
the tactile pleasure of owning
these acclaimed CDs. What a
great gift for someone who has
never heard Brassroots!

