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“Inspiring a Love of Music”

From our Board Chairperson
David Ennis
SNOW TIRES! I am starting to draft

this newsletter on April 1st, dear
fans of Brassroots, and I’m watching the April Fool’s snow trying to
hold on despite the warming sun
of spring. The older I get, the more
blessed is the spring time.
Even now, I’m thinking of a
warm spring evening on April 27th
where I’ll be savouring the sounds of Brassroots at the final
concert of the season. All of us hope the warm weather
will bring you out too. This is a most special evening as
we watch Jeff Christmas take on the hefty responsibility
of acknowledging Bram Gregson by leading our faithful
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group through Bram’s favourite selections. This will be a
brilliant evening that will lift your heart and make you look
forward to enjoying warm days relaxing with the sun on
your face.
And let me tease you just a bit, dear music lovers. In
the last INSIDER, I said that we had dealt with our operational challenges and that we were forging ahead. Since
then, we’ve been forging well! Our plans are unfolding and
I have to tell you we have a fascinating season coming up
for 2019-2020. We’re excited and our work is well underway.
Perhaps Jeff will give you a few hints on April 27th. One
more reason to be there!
Okay, folks! Get those snow tires changed. Take a nice
walk through your community. Say hello to your neighbours and, above all, reserve April 27th for a wonderful
night with your favourite music ensemble. Spring is here
and it’s time celebrate. See you soon!

David

love affair with film music, specifically scores that inspire
a sense of grandeur. My goal was to mimic the sound and
style of my long-time favourite composer, John Williams,
using Brassroots as my canvas. I dedicated this piece to
my Mom!”

Music for His Majesty’s Sackbuts
and Cornetts
His Majestys Sackbutts & Cornetts (HMSC) is a British early
music group founded in 1982. The ensemble presently consists of three cornetts and four sackbuts, with chamber
organ or harpsichord. The group frequently collaborates
with other instrumentalists and singers, and has an extensive discography on Hyperion Records and other labels.
Enjoy the arrangement by Roger Harvey that works so well
for Brassroots.
A tribute to Bram Gregson

BRAM’S FAVOURITES

Fanfare Regalis — Jeff Christmas

It’s nice to get an inside perspective on music directly
from the composer. Here’s a note from Jeff Christmas on
“Fanfare Regalis”:
“Fanfare Regalis was composed at a time when nothing
could charge me up more than a full-bodied musical score;
whether it was a symphony orchestra or the sounds of the
Philip Jones Brass ensemble, I was hooked. Thus began my

Summertime — George Gershwin
(PAUL STEVENSON, TRUMPET)

This wonderful melody has been performed in many

orchestrations since its original performance in Boston
on September 30, 1935. It was adapted from Dorothy
Heyward and DuBose Heyward’s play, Porgy, itself an adaptation of Heyward’s 1925 novel of the same name. It featured a cast of classically trained African-American singers
— a daring artistic choice at the time. After suffering from an
initially unpopular public reception due in part to its racially
charged theme, a 1976 Houston Grand Opera production
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Morning Song — J. Scott Irvine

gained it new popularity. It is now one of the best-known
and frequently performed operas today. “Summertime” is
surely one of the great tunes from the opera that has stood
the test of time. Even better is hearing Paul Stevenson giving this plaintive melody the artistry it deserves.

This melody by Scott Irvine was originally written for a
brass quintet. Here’s how Scott decided to adapt his work:
“In 1988-89 I composed ‘Aubade for Trumpet and Organ.’
With the formation of True North Brass in 1997, I decided
to adapt ‘Aubade’ into a brass quintet, spreading the melody around the group and making it less of a trumpet solo.
Over the years, it has been described as having a ‘delicately
transparent’ quality and a mood of ‘wistful nostalgia,’ and
some have even suggested it is a musical depiction of a
sunrise on an Ontario lake.”
And now we have an arrangement for Brassroots. Listen
carefully and see if, indeed, an Ontario lake comes to mind.

Three Brass Cats — Chris Hazel
This is what Chris Hazell, the composer, had to say about
Three Brass Cats:
“Some years ago I had four cats in the house — all were
strays and decided that I was a soft touch when it came
to free board and lodgings, so instead of moving on, they
all decided to stay. I was asked to write some pieces for
a brass group (The Philip Jones Brass Ensemble). What
should I write about? Well, I’ve always liked writing about
the people and places around me (they appear in a lot of my
music) so I thought... I know, my cats. These days, I don’t
have any cats as I travel around a lot with my work, but it’s
nice to think that they’re still with me in the music.”

Tommy’s Tunes — Tommy Dorsey,
arr. Angus Armstrong
(JOHN MONKHOUSE, DAVE DAVIDSON, SETH MCNALL
AND SUSAN FOLLOWS, TROMBONE)
Settle in and enjoy this remarkable arrangement of Tommy
Dorsey tunes played by our talented trombone section.
You’ll hear: “I’m Getting Sentimental Over You,” “On the
Sunny Side of the Street,” “Song of India,” and “Marie.”

Londonderry Air — Traditional Irish

(JOHN MONKHOUSE, TROMBONE)
The “Londonderry Air” is an ancient Irish air that originated
in Country Londonderry and was collected by Jane Ross
of Limavady in the county. It is surely one of the most moving melodies in the last 150 years. This interpretation by
John Monkhouse will fill your heart and move you to tears
at the same time.

Elsa’s Procession to the Cathedral —
Richard Wagner
The literary figure of Lohengrin first appeared as a
supporting character in the final chapter of the medieval
epic poem, Parzival of Wolfram von Eschenbach. The Grail
Knight Lohengrin, son of the Grail King Parzival, is sent to
the Duchess of Brabant to defend her. His protection comes
under the condition that she must never ask his name. If
she violates this requirement, he will be forced to leave her.
In short, this doesn’t end well. Wagner acknowledged that
he was intending to weave in the ultimate Greek tragedy in
his work. Brabant faltered; Wagner succeeded. Enjoy this
brilliant arrangement by Susan Follows.

Gonna Fly Now — Bill Conti

(PAUL STEVENSON, TRUMPET)
“Gonna Fly Now,” also known as “Theme from Rocky,” is
the theme song from the movie Rocky, composed by Bill
Conti with lyrics by Carol Connors and Ayn Robbins, and
performed by DeEtta West and Nelson Pigford. Released in
February 1977 with the movie Rocky, the song became part
of American popular culture after main character Rocky
Balboa as part of his daily training regimen runs up the To A Wild Rose —
72 stone steps leading to the entrance of the Philadelphia
Edward MacDowell
Museum of Art in Philadelphia and raises his arms in a vic- JULIA VAUGHAN, FLUGELHORN
tory pose, while the song plays. The song was written in “To a Wild Rose” is the first piece from Ten Woodland
Philadelphia. The song is often played at sporting events, Sketches, Op. 51, by the American composer, Edward
especially in Philadelphia. When you hear Paul Stevenson
MacDowell. It is one of the European-trained MacDowell’s
wail into the stratosphere, you’ll love this great theme song
most well-known and loved pieces, and was finished
all over again.
in 1896 for solo piano. The composer incorporated certain Native American themes into it.
Tuxedo Junction — Erskine
The composer’s love for roses was so great that he was
Hawkins, Bill Johnson, Julian Dash
buried under a boulder, around which many rose plants
“Tuxedo Junction” is a popular song written by Erskine
grew. We are delighted that Julia Vaughan will be the lead
Hawkins, Bill Johnson, Julian Dash with lyrics by Buddy
performer in this remarkable work.
Feyne. The song was introduced by Erskine Hawkins &
His Orchestra, a college dance band previously known as
Firebird Suite Finale —
the Bama State Collegians. RCA released it in 1939 and it
Igor Stravinsky, arr. Jeff Christmas
climbed to Number 7 on the American pop charts. You’ll The Firebird is a ballet and orchestral concert work by the
love this arrangement created by our own Jeff Christmas.
Russian composer Igor Stravinsky. It was written for the
1910 Paris season of Sergei Diaghilev’s Ballets Russes company; the original choreography was by Michel Fokine, with
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a scenario by Alexandre Benois and Fokine based on the
Russian fairy tales of The Firebird and the blessing and
curse it possesses for its owner. When first performed at
the Opéra de Paris on 25 June 1910, the work was an instant
success with both audience and critics.
The ballet has historic significance not only as
Stravinsky’s breakthrough piece, but also as the beginning
of the collaboration between Diaghilev and Stravinsky that
would also produce the acclaimed ballets Petrushka (1911)
and The Rite of Spring (1913). Enjoy another great arrangement by Jeff Christmas.

SNEAK PEEK

2019-20 Season

THE FUTURE IS
BRIGHT INDEED!
We have a wonderful season
shaping up for 2019–2020, folks.
Here are a few teasers, just for you:

Saturday November 2, 7:30 pm

Youth Brass Competition

Remembrance

For the first time in a few years, Brassroots will be honouring those who served in the military during wartime.

Saturday December 14, 7:30 pm

Christmas in Brass

Our annual holiday classic will warm your hearts as you
listen to your favourite songs of the season. Music from
our CD, Christmas in Brass will be featured in this funfilled event, as well as new Brassroots arrangements written specifically for this occasion.

IT WAS A PLEASURE TO SEE SO MANY OF YOU out to
hear the winning competitors perform with Brassroots at
the Salvation Army Citadel. We had the bonus of starting
the evening with the Resounding Brass under conductor David Rowsell. These musicians can deliver and they
were skilled and gracious guests of Brassroots under
guest conductor Kevin Norbury.
Kevin was one of the adjudicators for the Youth Brass
Competition and it was a pleasure to have him lead our
group. We thank him for his commitment to a project that
was so important to Bram Gregson. We are most grateful.
We congratulate and extend our best wishes to Riley
Stevenson (Flugelhorn), Sarah Robertson (Euphonium)
and Josh Lesperance (Tuba).

Saturday February 29, 2020, 7:30 pm

Celtic Spectacular

This extraordinary concert will feature special Celtic artists, including pipers, fiddlers, and various traditional
Celtic instruments all joined together with Brassroots!
Celtic themes from Broadway and the movies, such as
Riverdance and Braveheart lend an authenticity and
excitement to the concert that is second to none. A truly
spectacular show.

Saturday April 25, 2020, 7:30pm

Brass Rocks!

Time to let your hair down and get ready to Rock! Join us
with special guests as we explore new ground and showcase some of the greatest classic rock and pop artists of
all time. The Beatles, Queen, Pink Floyd, The Who, and
The Beach Boys are just some of the bands that we will
highlight.

Visit our web site
www.brassroots.ca

...for bios of our musicians, details about upcoming events,
and our thirty-three year history. Newsletters as far back
as 2011 are available, as is our poster gallery.

There you have it, everybody! Thank you for your relentless support! Get your calendars out and book in our
concerts for another great season with Jeff Christmas
leading Brassroots!
ALL CONCERTS AT ST. JAMES WESTMINSTER ANGLICAN CHURCH
Ticket prices are unchanged from last season!
INDIVIDUAL CONCERTS

Adults $25; Seniors $20;

Students with ID $5; children 12 & under free with a paid adult admission
Tickets are available from gloriabrassroots@gmail.com,
through OnStage Direct, or from Tuckey Home Hardware in Wortley Village.
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A tribute
to
Bram
Gregson
ST.
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ANGLICAN CHURCH

www.brassroots.ca

southwestern ontario’s
favourite brass ensemble

ACTING MUSIC DIRECTOR

with Jeff Christmas

ADULTS $25 • SENIORS $20
STUDENTS (WITH ID) $5
CHILDREN 12 & UNDER FREE
WITH A PAID ADULT ADMISSION

FROM TUCKEY HOME HARDWARE (146 WORTLEY RD)

AT THE DOOR, SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY

ONLINE AT ONSTAGEDIRECT.COM/BRASSROOTS

