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M U S I C  D I R E C T O R ' S  M E S S A G E

Brassroots is back and we are picking up exactly
where left off with our now long awaited concert
Brass Rocks! This concert was originally scheduled
for April 2020, and now here we are in May of 2022.
The waiting has made it all the sweeter. We are so
looking forward to sharing music with you again! 

I am thrilled that my good friend Jean Meilleur will be
our special guest on vocals and guitar. As well we
have a great house band joining us with Stephen
Holowitz at the piano, Darryl Stacey on bass and
Rob Inch on drums. 

So join Brassroots on Saturday May 14th at 7:30 at
St. James Westminster and hear some of your
favourite rock classics like never before at Brass
Rocks! 
 

Welcome back and thank you for your support  - Jeff

www.brassroots.ca
Charitable registration #130746993 RR0001

THE BRASSROOTS

INSPIRING A LOVE OF MUSIC 

By Jeff Christmas
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The Phoenix Has Risen
By David Ennis, Chair 
 

It seems appropriate this year to refer to the
Egyptian myth of the Phoenix that rose from
the cloud of darkness. The Phoenix is a symbol
of rebirth from the ashes of the past. For us,
the COVID-19 pandemic has certainly taken its
toll on all of us and turned many personal plans
to ashes. But we have our own Phoenix – and
it’s made of brass!

While we may not be completely out of the
woods, dear faithful Brassroots fans, we are
confident that our future consists of a rebirth of
our concert series and the joy that live music
brings to all of us. We have been careful and
we have been patient. And now, our time has
come!

And so we begin again! We are thrilled to be
well rehearsed and ready to bring you an
exciting concert to remind us that the best of
times can be right now. We are looking forward
to coming together and enjoying your company
with our beloved Brassroots.

Welcome back, everybody! Let the music
begin!

David Ennis, Chairperson of Brassroots  

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD BRASS IN ROCK
By Adam Corrigan Holowitz 
Director of Audience Development

Brassroots is treading on new ground with

Brass Rocks! This a different kind of

repertoire compared to past concerts. But

the relationship between brass instruments

and rock and roll goes back a long way.

Bands like Chicago and Blood Sweat &
Tears, both of whose music will be featured

in the concert, are famous for featuring a

brass component in their instrumentation.

Brass instruments are a major part of R&B

and Soul music, both genres have

influenced Rock and Roll at various

junctures in its evolution. 

Which iconic rock recordings can you think

of that featured brass prominently? For me

the Overture from The Who's Tommy
immediately comes to mind. The Who

bassist John Entwistle doubled on playing

French Horn, and his sound defined that

album. 

Then of course there is the Piccolo Trumpet

solo in The Beatle's Penny Lane. That solo

was performed by British orchestral

trumpeter David Mason. The inspiration for

the solo in Penny Lane came from Mason's

performance of Bach's 2nd Brandenburg

Concerto. 

Fast forward many decades and brass still

plays an important role in many of the rock

and pop recordings of today; after all, that is

a trombone injecting a beat in Taylor Swift's

2014 chart topper Shake It Off.  

So it is exciting that Brassroots continues to

foster this special connection between rock

and roll and brass music.    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brandenburg_Concerto


JEAN MEILLEUR JOINS US FOR BRASS
ROCKS!
We are thrilled to have Jean Meilleur as our special guest for
Brass Rocks! Jean been a headliner with Jeans ’n Classics for
over 20 years. In that time he has performed with scores of
major North American orchestras, lending his distinctive voice to
some of the greatest popular music of our time.

Originally from Madison WI, Jean was born and remains a
Green Bay Packer fanatic! He moved to Detroit MI at a young
age. Living in the Motor City helped shape his penchant for the
Motown, Soul and R&B sounds of the early ’70s.

Jean is a prolific songwriter who has been performing
professionally for over thirty years. His singing voice can best be
described as passionate and provocative, with a robust timbre
that is immediately recognizable. His voice stands as a true
original. Jean’s voice has been heard over the years on many
national radio and television jingles and advertisements. He was
recently chosen as the Canadian voice of Jim Beam Kentucky
Straight Bourbon Whiskey.
HOW YOU CAN PLAY AN  IMPORTANT PART IN BRASSROOTS!
VOLUNTEER: From ushering and front of house to working as part of the
board of directors, volunteers perform essential work that makes Brassroots a
vibrant community-minded organization. All of us at Brassroots would love for
you to consider volunteering with us. We need help on concert days, with
communications, board duties and more. There are not that many hours
required and, above all, the only skill we need is that we can depend on you to
step up. Please think about this, dear supporters. Help us form a team of good
people who back Brassroots so those wonderful concerts can carry on for
years to come. If you are interested you can Contact David Ennis at
davidbryanennis@gmail.com or call at 519-777-7967. A few hours of work
offstage can make a big difference onstage.

DONATE: Making a donation to Brassroots goes directly towards our concert
programing and educational outreach.   You can make a donation to
Brassroots at www.canadahelps.org and then search Brassroots in the
charity search bar. 

Guest vocalist Jean Meilleur.
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