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MUSIC DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE
By Jeff Christmas

Many years ago when Bram first approached me to write a new work
for Brassroots I immediately informed him of an idea I had while
attending the Faculty of Music at Western. The concept of writing a
suite, each movement named for a different type of cocktail, seemed
unique and very appealing to him. The blueprints for the project came
from a tacky paper placemat, which contained a medley of cocktails
with small pictures and ingredients. On the following page you can read
a homage to those placemats with my notes for each of these "musical
cocktails".
Picking the different movements was the fun part. Even though I had a
preconceived notion as to what styles of music I wanted to include, it
was essential that I selected titles that had a certain poetry and flow.
The music doesn't always aspire to describe the cocktails per se,
however at times the title does suggest an undeniable connection and
captures the true “spirit". As on the original recording I am thrilled
London vocal great Denise Pelley is joining us.
See you at the concert- Jeff
www.brassroots.ca
Charitable registration #130746993 RR0001

T H E

Cocktail
S U I T E

By Jeff Christmas

1. Velvet Hammer

5. Singapore Sling

I drew from the words
"velvet"-smooth, soft,
gentle, and "hammer"hard, strike, forceful.
Choosing the tuba to
deliver the opening
statement was an
easy decision, there
are just never enough
tuba solos.

The "Singapore Sling" is a true classic,
full of vibrant colors and textures. The
music of Singapore is noted for its
fusion of South-East Asian ethnicity,
including the Chinese, Malay, and Tamil
sounds.

2. Tequila Sunrise
I wanted to paint a picture of
what one would expect to see.
There are obvious connotations
from the word “tequila", and I
didn't want to disappoint. The
piece as a whole starts with a
sunrise, and ends with a fiesta!

3. White Russian
I used "Black Russian' as a working
title, but being a traditionalist I
finally settled on “White Russian." In
contrast to the hymn-like textures
I included various Russian Dance
fragments, creating a wide
spectrum of style and colour.

6. Jimmy and Guinney
I discovered a unique alternative to the everpopular beer cocktail, the boilermaker. The Irish
version is called "Jimmy and Guinney", which
consists of a double shot of Jameson Irish
Whiskey dropped into a pint of Guinness. Yum.

7. Manhattan
As a musician, when I think of Manhattan I
instantly think of Broadway and Jazz. The
city is saturated with both, so it was my
initiative to integrate the two smoothly.
Imagine a leisurely walk up Broadway,
exploring what the Big Apple has to offer.

4. Piña Colada

"Island Music" is a diverse

assortment of musical genres, not to be
generalized at all. I chose "Piña Colada," hoping
to capture some of the essence of Caribbean
music. I felt the need to add a little calypso to
the Brassroots repertoire.

DENISE PELLEY JOINS US FOR
COCKTAILS
We are thrilled that our friend Denise Pelley is joining us for
Cocktails, just as she did on the album. Denise has
performed with many great artists including acclaimed
trombonist Ray Anderson, Gospel/Blues legend Jackie
Richardson and Flamenco guitarist Jesse Cook. She has
opened for Aretha Franklin at the John Labatt Centre in
London, Ontario.
Denise has performed with symphony orchestras and
festivals which have included the du Maurier Downtown Jazz
Festival (Toronto), Ottawa Jazz Festival, The Royal
Canadian Big Band Festival (London), Bluesfest (London),
Waterloo Jazz Festival and Sunfest (London), among others.
Denise also enjoys acting and has been part of The Grand
Theatre (London) seasons performing in the Fats Waller
musical Ain’t Misbehavin’, Wang Dang Doodle with Denis
Simpson and A Streetcar Named Desire. Denise’s onewoman show, Jazzabel premiered in September 2004 at the
McManus Theatre (Grand Theatre), London, Ontario to sold
out audiences! In October 2005 Jazzabel was performed in
Washington, DC at the National Museum for Women in the
Arts and in February 2006 to audiences in New York City at
Urban Stages Theatre. As well, she was premiered in the
February 2006 issue of O (Oprah Winfrey) Magazine.
Denise’s recording credits include seven CD’s.

Hard copies
sold out!
Still available for
download.

She is honoured with being the recipient of the Queen’s Golden
and Diamond Jubilee Medals. In 2003 she was named a YMYWCA Woman of Distinction in the Arts and Heritage category.
Denise won best jazz artist in London, Ontario’s Music Awards
in 2002, 2003, 2006 and 2008, 2009, and 2012. In April 2006
the Hyde Park Rotary presented her with the Paul Harris
Fellowship Award, Rotary’s highest honour. In 2008 and 2014
she won Jazz Artist of the Year at the Jack Richardson awards. Guest vocalist Denise Pelley.
In February 2009 the London Black History Committee
honoured Denise with the Black Community Achievement
Award in recognition of her accomplishments, contributions and
support to her community. In April 2015 she was inducted into
the London Music Hall of Fame. In November 2015 Denise
received a honourary licentiate diploma from Conservatory
Canada.
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SILVER AND GOLD:
A BRASSROOTS CHRISTMAS
Featuring Sonja Gustafson
Friday December 9 at 7:30 2022
Our holiday classic is back! Enjoy your favourite
yuletide music with Brassroots.

REEL MUSIC
Saturday March 4 at 7:30 2023
The underscore takes the spotlight! Hear iconic
music of the movies like you never have before,
from the Hollywood Golden Age all the way to
John Williams.

TRUMPETS OF SPRING
Saturday May 6 at 7:30 2023
Brassroots’ own Paul Stevenson and Julia
Vaughan are given centre stage (backed by
Brassroots) as they perform a virtuoso
selection of music featuring the trumpet.

Get your subscription package at Cocktails or buy
subscriptions or single tickets at
www.brassroots.ca

Cocktails
Saturday September 24 at 7:30

with special guest Denise Pelley
Jeff Christmas, Music Director
St. James Westminster Anglican Church
115 Askin Street
Tickets available at www.brassroots.ca

